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Lessons in discipleship 

 
Jesus and the disciples left Jerusalem, went to the region of Tyre where he healed the Syro-phonecian 
woman’s daughter, then to the region of the Decapolis where he healed the deaf man who also had a 
speech impediment and, then onto Caesarea Philippi: it is here that a huge turning-point  takes place - 
a new phase in the disciple's understanding of the man they walked with for three years and called him 
'teacher' and 'Lord'. 
 
From here on, their journey would be dominated by what Matthew, Mark and Luke totally agree on, 
“then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the 
elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again.”   
 
From this point on, Jesus plainly tells them 
who he was – the Messiah, but importantly, 
what he was – the suffering Messiah. 
 
In the OT, the word 'messiah' is only used twice - both in the apocalyptic book of Daniel and it means 
"the prince who is to come as leader". 
 
This concept of 'messiah' was a late development in Judaism and shaping that expectation, was Cyrus 
the Great the secular Persian King (539-550) as the 'anointed of the Lord'  or 'messiah' who came as 
their redeemer and saved them from the Babylonians: Cyrus the great was - 
   
  a judge over all enemies and foes 
  a great King given dominion over the nations 
  and, his activities as a King were God-like 
  and revolutionary humane and not brutal like  the other conquering Kings. 
 
From the example of the 'good' king Cyrus, Judaism looked again for the ultimate "prince who is to 
come as leader".  The next time the Jews were captive was under the might of Rome, therefore they 
expected their deliverer and redeemer  would not be weak but a strong man. 
 
For Jesus and the disciples, it had been a long journey together: 
all he had taught them; 
all he had shown them through his ministry, 
his compassion for the sick and outcasts of life and - the lame and the weak,  all their experiences of 
him must now be re-interpreted and understood in a radically different way – a suffering Messiah who 
was willing to lay down his life for others. 
 
Before he reveals this to them, he questions their level of understanding by first, testing their 
knowledge of what others were saying about him (John the Baptist, Elijah, one of the prophets) 
 
and then he asks for their own personal view, who do they believe him to be? 
Peter, spoke for all of them, “you are the Messiah” but Jesus was about to shock them - he was not 
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another King Cyrus or another King David ... he was the suffering Messiah ... weak by this world's 
standards and far from being strong. 
 
As Jesus said to Pontius Pilate when he stood before him (John 18.36), "My kingdom is not of this 
world; if my kingship were of this world, my servants would fight, that I might not be handed over to 
the Jews; but my kingship is not of this world." 
 
But here at Caesarea Philippi, Peter would have none of that and “took Jesus aside” with a strong 
gesture implying ‘now-you-listen-to-me’ and “rebuked him”  - the Greek epitimao means to scoll him 
and put pressure on him - ‘this will never happen to you and we will see to it that it doesn’t’. 
 
It was a good intention by Peter but it brought about the worse kind of result for immediately, Jesus 
said to him “Get behind me Satan ... you're not thinking God's thoughts but human thoughts.” 
We are all so human!  How difficult it is for us to think God's thoughts not human thoughts. 
 
How hard it is today when our world is so far removed from Godly-thoughts and saturated with 
materialistic values and pursuits; politics, legalism, endless controversies, complex issues and so on. 
- most driven by the strong thoughts of this world. 
 
From a human perspective, it is a strange thing that we try to categorise people into personality 'types' 
in order to understand others and there are 2,600 words in the Dictionary that relate to this topic. But 
what about people who are strong and people who are weak?  Is this a personality trait or a reaction to 
life? 
 
Well God's thoughts are different to ours, He puts all of us into just one category: plain and simple we 
are all sinners - and that literally means "we all miss the mark"  which makes us all weak through guilt 
and fear but whilst some remain weak all of their life, others cover their weakness by pretending to be 
strong -  
it is true: we are all weak but few admit to it in this and in their strong thoughts and reactions, deny it! 
It is  not safe to admit it in this 'dog-eat-dog' world!  
 
Weak people suffer all their life from being crushed by the power and control of the strong and so tend 
towards depression, despondency, sadness, self-pity, exaggerated self-criticism, panic, silence and 
cowardice and false guilt - categorised as losers. 
 
But not according to Christ - "blessed are the meek they shall inherit the kingdom of God" - 'meek' in 
the Greek = "easy-going, mild" 
 
The strong cover their weakness by being buoyant, self-satisfied, victorious, powerful, controlling, 
black/white  super-optimistic, exaggerated criticism and condescension of others, aggressive, forthright  
- categorised as winners.  
 
But not according to Christ who constantly confronted the Pharisees who 'lorded it over the people and 
kept them away from God'. 
 
Both the strong and the weak are wrong in their reactions to life but the weak have a virtue the strong 
do not have - they are honest about being weak. 
 
The fundamental principle of the divinely-inspired legislation of the Israelites was the protection of the 
weak against the threat of the strong. 
 
But the modern world is hard on the weak ... we live amid a lying philosophy which flatters the strong 
and despises the weak but in our humanity - including the church, we tend to believe that salvation 
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belongs to the victory of the strong over the weak, which, in turn, denies the awful distress of humans 
 
and which encourages the strong in their perilous reactions 
 
and which plunges the weak into their fatal and flawed reactions. 
 
With the best of intentions, husbands try to control their wife and some wives try to control their 
husband – both have much the same result – a mutual distress; a passive resistance or an outward  
rebellion - 800 divorces a week. 
 
With the best of intentions, christian parents try to control their children by "love" and use the bible as 
their authority –  a mutual distrust or a provoking to anger as either a passive surrender or a 
uncontrollable rebellion. 
 
According to Rowland Croucher, in Australia, we lose 1,000 ordained ministers a year from the church 
– gone!  People trained, ordained, gifted and blessed by God to the ministry. 
 
In my time, I have seen many 'strong' clergy who used their authority by being ‘bullies’ and who hurt 
and damaged the sheep of God entrusted to them because they try to “control”  them for the Lord’s 
sake - episcopal church: 
 
I have also seen many 'weak' clergy who were gentle shepherds but crushed by the iron-fisted 
‘resistance-to-change’ and the power politics of those whose mission in life is to control others in the 
name of the Lord. 
 
Jesus Looked straight at all his disciples as he corrected Peter and as he went on to teach two very 
important principles for a godly way of life: its meaning, purpose and its fulfilment. 
 
1. The attitude of self-denial means in essence, the renunciation of wanting to control others.  
At an earlier time and place, the Lord illustrated this to the disciples when he said, [Mat 20:25]   "You 
know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over 
them. It shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, 
and whoever would be first among you must be your slave, even as the Son of Man came not to be 
served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many." 
 
2. Paradoxically, the modern push for the outward self-realization and self-expression is not an abiding 
gain but to actually lose one’s own soul which is an irrevocable destiny.  
 
'All manner of sin forgiven but not blasphemy against the Holy Spirit.'  
 
When we allow him to, the Holy Spirit takes us to where Psalm 19 ponders and exclaims: 
"Who can know their own unwitting sins? O cleanse me from my secret faults. Keep your servant also 
from presumptuous sins lest they get the mastery over me: so I shall be clean and innocent of great 
offence." 
 
Socrates said, "The unexamined life is not worth living." 
 
The Holy Spirit cannot dwell in the mind that is focused on itself. That is why the two great 
commandments that fulfil all the law and prophets, focuses us beyond ourselves to love God and to 
love others as much as we love ourself. 
It is under the ‘Statue of Liberty’ that great evil flourishes today:  Hollywood produces untold 
immorality dressed-up as humour, violence dressed-up as entertainment and the all American 
conquering control-freaks dressed up as hero's of success.   
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George Bernard Shaw (1860-1950) “You’re not a man, you’re a machine.” 
 
Jesus chose to be the suffering Messiah and willingly committed himself to lay down his life for the 
world of sinners:  this was his expressed will but the well-intentioned Peter tried to control it by 
standing in his way. 
 
In the garden as he prepared for his final hour on this earth, Peter, still as strong as ever cut off the 
ear of the servant of the High Priest with his sword but Jesus put it back on! 
 
Jesus knew Peter, like all humans, was weak deep-down-inside and said to him, "before the rooster 
crows in the morning, you will deny me three times." 
 
On that terrible night, after the third time, Jesus looked at him ... what kind of look was it?  Surely, 
it was a look of approval from the Lord, for now, Peter realised that deep-down he was weak after-
all. 
 
One application for us in this message today.  
 
To the strong, you know the Lord but do not know him in his humility.  You live in the danger of 
hurting the Lord as you hurt others along the way - your error is your quickness of thought and 
action in order to be strong and to cover up your weakness which you fear. 
 
To the weak, you know the Lord but you do not know him in his victorious strength.  You live in 
danger of disappointing the Lord as you fail to trust him to be your saviour - your error is in your 
slowness of action in order to not make any mistakes which you fear. 
 
We all want to hear from the Lord, "Well, done good and faithful servant."  He does not say, 'well 
done good and faithful door mat' and he does not say, 'well done good and faithful Viking or Attilla 
the Hun'! 
 
It is, 'well done, good and faithful servant'. 

_____________________________ 


